OLD WILSONIANS’ LAWN TENNIS CLUB
Membership Report to the AGM – 10 November 2020 

For everyone it has been a very unusual year and life has changed for us all since we met for the AGM in November 2019.

The lockdown in March/April was a testing time but, on the positive side, we were fortunate that tennis was one of the first activities to be permitted when the lockdown was partially lifted in the middle of May.   For this reason, the sport of tennis in general, and our club in particular, has had a very busy time in the past few months.
This is reflected in the increase in membership numbers.   When I reported to the AGM last year, the total membership was 462.   It currently stands at 526.   Added to this, I have 20 youngsters who need to renew and 10 who have yet to join.   

The membership can be broken down as follows:

113 (87) Full Members

38 (31) Midweek Members

11 (6) Student memberships

107 (91) Juniors

246 (235) Colts

11 (12) Social Members (including coaches)

I don’t usually give the previous year’s figures but this time I thought they were worth the comparison (in brackets).

The number of new members we have welcomed to the club since May is unprecedented, standing at around 100 and covering all membership categories.   Inevitably a number of members did not renew at the end of March but we were very gratified that the vast majority of members who were intending to renew did do so, despite the uncertainty at the time.
During the course of the renewal process, we informed members that those who had paid for the full 12 months would receive some time credit on renewal in March 2021 for the period that the club was closed.   Those members who have since joined on a pro rata basis would not qualify for this credit.

However, several members have indicated that they do not expect to receive a credit and, if offered it, would not accept.   So we have to decide how to proceed so that we are able to offer members an option, and discussions will take place in committee between now and February to settle on the best way forward.

Whatever we decide to do will be administratively very complicated but we hope we will be able to find a way to make it work as efficiently as possible.
We reported to the AGM in 2019 that we were looking to “improve our membership journey” and we think we have achieved that in the intervening period.   Membership applications are now made online via ClubSpark and a Direct Debit payment option is offered, including instalment payments for higher amounts.   The Direct Debit option proved very popular, being taken up by 25% of our membership.
The committee thinks that our membership fees for the year starting 1 April 2021 should remain the same as this year, given the uncertain times we continue to find ourselves in.  During the AGM you will be asked to approve a Resolution to give effect to this.  And as we do each year, the level of our fees will be reviewed again prior to the AGM 2021.

As always, a very big thank you to Nigel and to Jake for the long hours they put in to make our Club the success that it is.
